


SOUTH DAKOTA GAS RATE SCHEDULE 

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No. 5 
HURON 2nd Revised Sheet No. 1 
SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling 1st Revised Sheet No. 1 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Applicability 
These General Terms and Conditions apply to all classes of Gas service unless 
otherwise indicated on the rate schedule. 

2. Point of Service Attachment 
Point of service attachment is defined as that point where the facilities of the 
Company are physically connected to the facilities of the customer. In general, the 
point of service attachment is on the outlet side of the meter where the customer's 
fuel piping connects with the meter. 

3. Customer's Installation 
The customer will furnish and own all fuel piping, equipment, appliances, fixtures 
and other devices necessary to distribute gas service from the point of service 
attachment. All such items furnished by the customer will be maintained by the 
customer at all times in conformity with the requirements of the constituted 
authorities and with the terms and conditions of the Company. 

4. Customer Connection Charge 
Customer Connection is defined as attaching a customer to receive utility service 
upon a request for service or reconnection of discontinued service. The 
connection charge will be billed to all customers applying for utility service. 
(Customer Connection does not include the reconnection of a customer whose 
utility services were discontinued due to nonpayment of utility bills. Reconnection 
charges for such customers are based on the Company's hourly rates for service 
work with a one hour minimum.) The amount of the Customer Connection Charge 
will be $10.00 for all Customer Connections during normal business hours defined 
as 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding legal holidays, and 
$15.00 for Customer Connections during other than regular business hours. The 
Customer Connection Charge shall be paid by the Customer receiving utility 
service from the Company, and is due and payable upon presentation. If a bill is 
not paid, the Company shall have the right to refuse service. 

(Continued) 
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5. Owner's Consent To Occupy 
In case the Customer is not the owner of the premises or of the intervening . 

property between the premises and the Company's lines, the Customer will obtain 
from the property owner(s) the necessary consent to install and maintain in said 
premises all such gas equipment as is necessary or convenient for supplying gas to 
the Customer. 

6. Service 
For services except mobile homes in mobile home parks, the Company will install a 
service along the shortest feasible route from the gas main to the customer's 
building upon the customer making a non-refundable contribution based upon the 
distance from the customer's property line to the point of service attachment as 
foliows: 

Non-Refundable 
Non-Refundable Contribution 
Contribution for Per foot for 

Size of Service Pipe Up to 150' Additional Piue 
1/2", 3/4", 1 114" $ 90.00 $1.00 

2" $175.00 $1.50 
Larger than 2" $300.00 Company's current 

cost of installed pipe 

For services to mobile homes in mobile home parks, a non-refundable contribution 
of $75.00 will be made by the customer for services up to 50 feet of horizontal 
piping in the mobile home lot, and an additional non-refundable contribution of 
$1.00 will be made by the customer for each additional foot. 

7. Meter Test By Customer Request 
Any customer may request the Company to test its gas meter. The Company shall 
make such test as soon as possible after receipt of the request. If a request is made 
within one year after a previous request, the Company may require a residential 
customer to pay a $10 deposit and may require any other customer to pay a 
deposit in the following amount: 

Meters rated at 425 CFH or less 
Meters rated at 426 CFH to 1000 CFH 
Meters rated over 1000 CFH 

The deposit shall be refunded only if the meter is.found to have an unacceptable 
error, as defined in the Commission's regulations. 

Date Filed: November 21,1996 Effective Date: December 1,1996 

R P. Levendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Market Development 
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GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

(Continued) 

ACCESS TO PREMISES 

The Company h a s  t h e  r i g h t  of acces s  t o  t h e  Customer's premises a t  a l l  
reasonable times f o r  t h e  purpose of i n s t a l l i n g ,  reading ,  i n spec t ing ,  o r  
r epa i r ing  any meters, devices  and o t h e r  equipment used i n  connect ion wi th  
fu rn i sh ing  of any o r  a l l  s e r v i c e ,  o r  f o r  t h e  purpose of removing its property 
and f o r  a l l  o t h e r  proper  purposes.  

PROTECTION OF COMPANY ' S PROPERTY 

The Customer w i l l  p roper ly  p r o t e c t  t h e  Company's proper ty  on t h e  Customer's 
premises from l o s s  o r  damage and w i l l  permit no one who is n o t  an  agent  of t h e  
Company t o  remove o r  tamper w i th  t h e  Company's property.  

METERING 

The s e r v i c e  used w i l l  be measured by a meter o r  meters  t o  be furn ished  and 
i n s t a l l e d  by t h e  Company a t  i t s  expense and upon t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of s a i d  meters  
a l l  b i l l s  w i l l  be ca l cu la t ed .  I f  more than  one meter is i n s t a l l e d  on d i f f e r e n t  
c l a s s e s  of s e r v i c e  (each class being charged f o r  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s )  each meter 
w i l l  be considered by i t s e l f  i n  c a l c u l a t i n g  t h e  amount of any b i l l ,  except  as 
otherwise provided on a s p e c i f i c  rate schedule.  Meters include a l l  measuring 
instruments .  

SUBMETERING 

Submetering w i l l  n o t  be permit ted un le s s  it is a t  t h e  same premises and 
e i t h e r  t h e  Customer o r  t h e  Company have compelling reasons  f o r  no t  combining t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n t o  one s e r v i c e  and one meter. Under no circumstances s h a l l  
a Customer's f u e l  p ip ing  c r o s s  a pub l i c  s t r e e t  o r  a l l e y .  

(Continued) 

Date F i led :  July 16, 1992 E f f e c t i v e  Date: August28, 1992 

I ssued  By: R. F. Leyendecker 
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Date Filed: December 30, 1987 Effective Date: February 24, 1958 

3udget Payment Plan 

The Company's Budget Payment Plan (BPP) is available to residential and 
:ommercial customers. It may be initiated for a customer at any time during 
Zhe year, provided that customer has not discontinued a previous BPP with the 
2ompany within the last twelve (12) months, and has paid all outstanding 
ltility charges due the Company. 

The customer's initial budget amount will be determined according to the 
Eollowing formula: 

Where BP = the monthly budget amount 
A = the estimated total billing, adjusted for anticipated 

rate changes and weather variances, from the date the 
BPP becomes effective until the annual review date in 
June. This amount shall include not only utility 
amounts, but also reddy guard charges, taxes, other 
contracted purchases, etc. 

B = the number of monthly billings to be received by the 
customer between the BPP effective date and the 
annual review date. 

Each BPP account will be reviewed by the Company at various times during 
the year to determine if an adjustment to the budget amount is necessary and 
after the customer ' s June billing. 

A customer's revised budget amount will be determined according to the 
following formula: 

A - C 
BP= B + B  

Where BP, A, and B are defined as above 
C = customer's actual debit or credit balance at the time 

of review. 

' Should a customer request that the Company not take the actual account 
balance into consideration when calculating a revised budget amount, the 
Company will issue a check to a customer with a credit balance or bill the 
customer for any debit balance. 

A customer may discontinue participation in the BPP at any time. 

Service to customers participating in the BPP shall be pursuant to the 
General Terms and Conditions of service'including the Terms of Payment provisions 
contained therein, provided, however, that service to a BPP customer will not be 
disconnected for non-payment if the customer has a credit balance in his account. 

Issued By: R. F. Leyendecker 
V i  r e  P r e s i  d e n t - R ~ + ~ ~  R R ~ n i i l  s t i  nn 
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MASTER METERING 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
(Continued) 

All buildings, mobile home parks, and trailer courts for which construction was begun after June 
13, 1980, shall be metered separately for each residential or commercial unit, with the exception of 
hospitals; nursing homes; transient hotels and motels; dormitories; campgrounds; other residential 
facilities of a purely transient nature; central heating or cooling systems; central ventilating systems; 
central hot water systems; multiple occupancy residential buildings where otherwise non-exempt gas 
service is provided only for gas ranges or dryers, residential multiple occupancy building of only two 
units, one of which unit is occupied by the owner of the building; and multiple occupancy buildings 
constructed, owned, or operated with hnds  appropriated through the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development or any other federal or state government agency. Any existing multiple 
occupancy building receiving master metered service which is substantially remodeled or renovated fol 
continued use as a multiple occupancy building, if such remodeling or renovation is begun after June 
13, 1980, shall be individually metered, unless the building meets any of the exceptions listed above or 
unless the owner of such building demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Public Utilities Commission 
that conversion from master metering to individual metering would be impractical, uneconomical, or 
unfeasible. 

The restrictions against master metering contained in the preceding paragraph are waived to the 
extent requests for variances are granted by the Public Utilities Commission. 

MONTHLY BILLS 

(a) Bills for service will be rendered monthly unless otherwise specified. (TI 

(b) Failure to receive a bill in no way exempts Customers from the provisions of these Terms and 
Conditions. 

(c) The Company will attempt to read a meter at least bi-monthly, and any billings between (T) 
actual readings or when the Company is unable to read a meter after a reasonable effort has 
been made will be based upon prior usage, adjusted for weather conditions. 

(continued) 

Date Piled: November 22.1994 Effective Date: Januan 1.1995 

R P. Leyendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Energy Senices 
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GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

( c o n t i n u e d )  

TERMS OF PAYMENT 

B i l l s  are due  and p a y a b l e  upon r e c e i p t  and w i l l  b e  d e l i n q u e n t  i f  n o t  
p a i d  b y  t h e  2 0 t h  day a f t e r  b i l l i n g .  A  l a t e  payment c h a r g e  o f  1% of  t h e  
unpa id  b a l a n c e  p l u s  a c o l l e c t i o n  f e e  o f  $2.00 w i l l  b e  a s s e s s e d  a g a i n s t  
any d e l i n q u e n t  accoun t  h a v i n g  a n  u n p a i d  b a l a n c e  o f  $5.00 o r  more a t  t h e  
t i m e  of p r o c e s s i n g  of t h e  n e x t  monthly  b i l l .  Where a cus tomer  h a s  been  
d i s c o n n e c t e d  f o r  non-payment of  a  b i l l ,  a  r e c o n n e c t i o n  c h a r g e  w i l l  b e  
a s s e s s e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Company's c o n c u r r e n t  c o n n e c t i o n  p o l i c y .  (D) 

DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  ARSD 20:10:20,  t h e  Company h a s  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  s e r v i c e  t o  a  Customer i n  t h e  evenc  t h a t  a n  u n s a f e  
s e r v i c e  c o n d i t i o n  e x i s t s  on t h e  Cus tomer ' s  p r e m i s e s ,  which i s  l i k e l y  t o  
c a u s e  i n j u r y  t o  pe r son  o r  p r o p e r t y .  The Company w i l l  n o t i f y  t h e  Customer 
p r i o r  t o  s u c h  d i s c o n n e c t i o n ,  i f  p r a c t i c a l  under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

RESALE PROHIUITED 

A l l  g a s  pu rchased  unde r  any  r a t e  s c h e d u l e  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e s o l d  by t h e  
p u r c h a s e r  t h e r e o f  i n  any manner. 

PEAK SHAVING GAS SUPPLIES 

The Company may s u p p l y  g a s  from any s tand-by equipment p r o v i d e d  t h a t  
t h e  g a s  s o  s u p p l i e d  s h a l l  be r e a s o n a b l y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  g a s  
no rma l ly  s u p p l i e d  h e r e u n d e r .  

AGENTS CANNOT MODIFY AGREEMENT 

No a g e n t  h a s  power t o  amend, modify ,  a l t e r  o r  wa ive  any o f  t h e s e  Terms 
and C o n d i t i o n s ,  o r  t o  b i n d  t h e  Company by making any promise  o r  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i o n  n o t  c o n t a i n e d  h e r e i n .  However, t h e  Company w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t s  p o l i c y  of  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  accommodate cus tomers  and  cus tomer  problems whereve r  p o s s i b l e .  

E f f e c t i v e  Da te  of  
Date F i l e d :  December 30,  1983 C u r r e n t  Adjustment  : F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 4  

I s s u e d  By: R. F. Leyendecker 
Manager-Rates & R e g u l a t i o n  
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GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
(Continued) 

BILLING DAY AND CURTAILMENT OF GAS 

The billing day for the purpose of determining the amount of gas used will be from 9:00 T 

a.m. CCT one day until 9:00 a.m. CCT the next day. The Company shall have the right to curtail T 

or limit the Customer's use of gas during any billing day to the Contract Demand then in effect 
when demand by firm and higher priority interruptible natural gas purchasers exceeds available 
pipeline supply. Curtailment of interruptible gas will commence at 9:00 a.m. CCT at the start of T 

a new billing day. Under normal circumstances, notice of curtailment of interruptible gas will be 
given to Customer by 3:00 p.m. CCT, prior to the beginning of the gas day in which curtailment is T 

to begin. However, in cases of emergency (to be determined solely by the Company) any notice 
prior to  9:00 a.m. CCT is deemed to place the curtailment in effect at 9:00 a.m. CCT, and such T 
curtailment shall continue in effect until the Company notifies Customer that the curtailment is 
released. In cases of emergency when notice of curtailment cannot reasonably be given 
immediately prior to a new billing day, Customer will cooperate with the Company by curtailing 
its use of interruptible gas as soon as possible after notice of curtailment by Company. Proper 
notice of curtailment will be deemed to have been given when any person or persons authorized to 
receive curtailment orders on behalf of Customer has been notified by telephone or in person by a 
representative of Company. 

The Company will endeavor to give the Customer as much notice as possible with respect 
to curtailment of service. Customer agrees to  provide and maintain complete standby facilities 
and have available at all times sufficient standby fuel to maintain continuous plant operations 
during con~plete curtailment in the delivery of natural gas. 

CONTINUITY OF SERVICE. INTERRUPTIONS. AND LIABILITY 

The Company will endeavor to provide continuous service but does not guarantee an 
uninterrupted or undisturbed supply of gas service. The Company will not be responsible for any 
loss or  damage resulting from the interruption or disturbance of service for any cause other than 
negligence of the Company. The Company will not be liable for any loss of profits or other 
consequential damages resulting from the use of service or any interruption or disturbance of 
service. 

The Company shall use due care and diligence to krnish gas service near the normal 
pressure levels and in accordance with the acceptable levels of delivery pressure as may exist 
under operating conditions in the pipeline and 

(Continued) 

Date Filed: March 25,1997 Effective Date: April 1, 1997 

R F. Levendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Market Development 
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GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

(Continued) 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  system. Because d e l i v e r y  p re s su re  may vary,  t h e  customer s h a l l  
i n s t a l l ,  ope ra t e ,  and main ta in ,  a t  h i s  own expense such pressure  r e g u l a t i n g  
devices  as may be necessary  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  p re s su re  of gas  a f t e r  i t s  de l ivery  
t o  t h e  customer. The Company s h a l l  no t  be l i a b l e  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of gas  
pressure  o r  gas  a f t e r  d e l i v e r y  of gas  t o  t h e  consumer. 

Nei ther  Customer nor  t h e  Company s h a l l  have any claim a g a i n s t  t h e  o the r  f o r  
damages sus t a ined  as a r e s u l t  of i n t e r r u p t i o n s  of gas  d e l i v e r i e s  caused by Acts 
of God, weather cond i t i ons ,  l a b o r  d i s tu rbances ,  f i r e s ,  acc iden t s ,  breakage o r  
r e p a i r  of p i p e l i n e ,  mechanical f a i l u r e  of any machinery, equipment o r  o the r  
mechanical devices ,  sho r t age  of gas  supply, o r  o t h e r  causes  o r  cont ingencies  
beyond t h e  reasonable  c o n t r o l  of and occurr ing  without  negl igence on t h e  p a r t  of 
such o t h e r  par ty .  When such causes  o r  cont ingencies  cease  t o  be ope ra t ive ,  
d e l i v e r y  and r e c e i p t  of gas  s h a l l  resume as soon as p rac t i cab le .  It i s  
understood and agreed t h a t  t h e  s e t t l emen t  of s t r i k e s  o r  lockouts  s h a l l  be 
e n t i r e l y  w i th in  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  pa r ty  a f f e c t e d .  Any such cause o r  
contingency, however, exempting customer from l i a b i l i t y  f o r  non-performance 
(except  where prevented by v a l i d  o rde r s  o r  requirements  of Federa l ,  S t a t e ,  o r  
o t h e r  governmental r egu la to ry  bodies  having j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  premises) s h a l l  
no t  r e l i e v e  customer of i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  pay minimum charges  i n  accordance wi th  
t h e  app l i cab le  r a t e  schedule.  

The Customer ag rees  t o  save ,  indemnify and hold t h e  Company harmless from 
any and a l l  claims, damage, o r  i n j u r y  t o  persons o r  property a r i s i n g  from any 
cause whatsoever a f t e r  the  d e l i v e r y  of gas  by t h e  Company t o  t h e  p o i n t  of 
s e r v i c e  at tachment ,  except  where such i n j u r y  o r  damage i s  shown t o  have been 
caused s o l e l y  by t h e  negl igence of t h e  Company. The Customer s h a l l  n o t  be 
l i a b l e  f o r  any l o s s ,  damage, o r  i n j u r y  t o  persons o r  property a r i s i n g  from any 
cause whatsoever before  t h e  a c t u a l  de l ive ry  of gas  t o  t h e  po in t  of s e r v i c e  
at tachment ,  except  where such i n j u r y  o r  damage i s  shown t o  have a r i s e n  s o l e l y  
from t h e  negl igence of t h e  Customer. The Customer s h a l l  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e  and equipment a t  and from t h e  Customer's po in t  of s e r v i c e  
attachments.  

DELIVERY PRESSURE 

The volume of gas  measured, where de l ive red  a t  o the r  than  0.25 p.s.i.g. a t  
t h e  customer 's  meter, s h a l l  be ad jus t ed  t o  a base pressure  equal  t o  atmospheric 
p re s su re  p lus  0.25 p.s . i .  i n  accordance wi th  accepted s t anda rds  f o r  t h e  
measurement of gas  a t  varying pressures .  

Date F i l ed :  July 16, 1992 E f f e c t i v e  Date: August 28, 1992 

Issued  By: .. . .. R. F. Levendecker . .  . ,-.. n n 1 -,z _ -  
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PRIORITY OF SERVICE 

All Customers will be classified according to priorities. The Company may require 
curtailments of natural gas at any time in order to protect deliveries of natural gas having 
a higher priority. The Company shall have the right to curtail use of natural gas in any 
community due to capacity limitations of facilities of either the pipeline supplier or the 
Company, even though service is continued for lower priority customers in another 
community. When the Company is unable to supply the full natural gas requirements of 
all its customers, curtailment of natural gas service will progress in the following 
sequence: Priorities 4, 3,2 and 1. Company, at its discretion, shall have the right to 
curtail / interrupt based on other operational factors. 

Priority 1: Firm residential and small commercial requirements less than 500 therms on 
a peak day. Curtailment within this priority will, where operationally possible, be 
on a pro rata basis. 

Priority 2: Firm commercial requirements fiom 500 through 1,999 therms on a peak 
day, and industrial requirements from 0 through 1,999 therms on a peak day. 
Curtailment within this priority will, where operationally possible, be on a pro 
rata basis. 

Priority 3: Firm commercial and industrial requirements greater than 2,000 therms on a 
peak day. Curtailment within this priority will, where operationally possible, be 
on a pro rata basis. 

Priority 4: Interruptible commercial and industrial requirements. The Company may 
curtail a customer's usage regardless of priority if the customer elects to take 
interruptible service. Curtailment, where possible, will be ordered on the basis of 
lowest to highest non-gas margin regardless of jurisdiction or end-use. 

Date Filed: November 21,1996 Effective Date: December 1.1996 

R. F. Levendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Market Development 
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CLASS OF SERVICE: Gas Transportation Tariffs SEp 0 5 zog6 
RATE DESIGNATION: General Terms and Conditions 

(Cony t) 

6. Liability: 
(a) General - Gas shall be and shall remain the property of the Customer while 

being transported and delivered by the Company. The Company shall not be 
liable to the Customer for any loss arising from or out of Gas Transportation 
Service while in the Company's system or for any other cause, except for 
gross or willful negligence of the Company's own employees. The Company 
reserves the right to commingle gas of the Customer with other gas supplies 
including propane and liquefied natural gas. 

(b) Insurance - The Customer shall be responsible for determining the extent of 
and maintaining all insurance it deems necessary to protect its property 
interest in such gas before, during, and after receipt by the Company. 

7. Retention: A Customer or Group Customer, if applicable, shall have the option ' 
to choose one of the following methods to apply retention: 

Option One (Indexed Based): The value of retention shall be determined by multiplying i) the 
monthly average price plus applicable interstate pipeline transportation charges as reported in the 
BTU's Daily Gas Wire Index for each pipeline (NNG: MidContinent Pooling Point) times ii) the 
Retention percentage times iii) the Deliveries. This value shall be billed monthly. This billing 
shall represent compensation for Lost and Unaccounted for Gas. The Retention percentage for the 
Company's South Dakota distribution system is 1.44% and will be adjusted annually, to be 
effective October 1, based on the actual percentage incurred by the Company for the prior 12 
month period ending July 31. Retention amounts collected under this option will be credited to 
expense in PGA true-up filings. If the Customer, or Group Customer, does not select one of the 
options presented in this retention section, retention shall be calculated as stated in this paragraph. 

Oution Two (Inkind): The Customer, or Group Customer, if applicable, upon written request, may 
deliver retention quantities inkind. The request shall include the Customer's account number and 
the meter number of which inkind retention is being requested and shall be delivered to the 
Company's representative. Upon the Company's acknowledgment of the receipt of the request, the 
Customer shall be allowed to deliver retention volumes inkind. The Customer shall have the 
option to have the quantity of transportation gas received from the transporting pipeline reduced, 
upon delivery to the Customer, by a fixed percentage of 1.44% (to be adjusted as set forth above), 
which shall represent compensation for Company-Used Gas and Lost and Unaccounted For Gas. 
Where fuel reimbursement is inkind, the standard fuel calculation mechanism, as this is related to ,  
the nominating process, should be (1-(he1 %/loo)) multiplied by receipt quantity = delivery 
quantity. 

Date Filed: Se~ tember  1,2006 Effective Date: October 1,2006 

Michael J. Hanson 
Issued By: President & CEO 



SOUTH DAKOTA GAS RATE SCHEDULE 

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No. 5 
HURON Ori~inal Sheet No. 63 
SOUTH DAKOTA Cancelinp Sheet No. 

CLASS OF SERVICE: Gas Transportation Tariffs 
RATE DESIGNATION: General Terms and Conditions 

8. Metering: In order to utilize the services provided under the Gas Transportation 
Tariff, automatic metering equipment is required. All costs related to 
telemetering and any other facilities constructed or installed to provide any 
Transportation Service will be charged to the Customer but will remain the 
property of Company. The Customer will be required to provide telephone or 
other interfaces agreed to by the Company and electric connections, if necessary, 
to the meter and provide access to the Company for maintaining and operating 
such equipment. 

9. Order of Deliveries for Billing Purposes: At times the Company may be 
delivering gas to the Delivery Point under more than one service type. For Billing 
purposes, the order of deliveries on any gas day, as among the applicable 
Schedules, shall be 1) Standby Gas, 2) Firm Transportation, 3) Sales. 

10. Capacity Curtailment or Interruption: 
(a) Transportation service is subject to the physical, operational, and contractual 

constraints of the Company's gas system, pertinent to the Delivery Point and 
the Receipt Point. If the Company is required to curtail or interrupt service 
due to Capacity constraints or system integrity conditions, the Company's 
interruptible sales shall have a priority subordinate to the Company's fm 
sales, firm transportation and Firm S~pply  Stadby services. Such fi-m 
sales, fm transportation and Firm Supply Standby services shall be 
curtailed in accordance with the priority guidelines set forth in the 
Company's General Terms and Conditions, Section No. 5, Sheet No. 5.2. 

(b) When required by capacity constraints, Interruptions shall be in accordance 
with the priority guidelines set forth in the Company's General Terms and 
Conditions, Section No. 5, Sheet No. 5.2. 

Date Filed: November 21.1996 Effective Date: December 1.1996 

R. F. Levendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Market Development 











SOUTH DAKOTA GAS RATE SCHEDULE 

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No. 5 
HURON Ori~inal Sheet No. 6.7 
SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling Sheet No. 6.7 

CLASS OF SERVICE: Gas Transportation Tariffs 
RATE DESIGNATION: General Terms and Conditions 

15. Force Majeure: 

(a) Definition: The tern "force majeure" as employed herein shall mean acts 
and events not within the control of the party claiming suspension and shall 
include acts of God, strikes, lockouts, material or equipment or labor 
shortages, wars, riots, insurrections, epidemics, landslides, lightning, 
earthquakes, fires, storms, floods, washouts, arrests and restraints of rulers 
and peoples, interruptions by government or court orders, present or future 
orders of any regulatory body having proper jurisdiction, civil disturbances, 
explosions, breakage or accident to machinery or lines of pipe, freezing of 
wells or pipelines, and any other cause, whether of the kind herein 
enumerated or otherwise, not within the control of the party claiming 
suspension and which, by the exercise of due diligence, such party is unable 
to overcome. 

(b) Effect of Force Majeure: If either the Company or the Customer is rendered 
unable by force majeure to wholly or in part carry out its obligations under 
the provisions of any Schedule, the obligations of the party affected by such 
force majeure, other than the obligation to make payments thereunder, shall 
be suspended during the continuance of any inability so caused but for no 
longer period; and such cause shall, In so fa;. as possible, be remedied with 
all reasonable dispatch. 

16. Successors and Assigns: Any party which shall succeed by purchase, merger, or 
consolidation to the properties, substantially as an entirety, of any Customer shall 
be subject to the obligations of its predecessor in title under a Contract. No other 
assignment of a Contract or any of the rights or obligations hereunder shall be 
made unless there first shall have been obtained the consent thereto of the non- 
assigning party, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. Any party 
may assign its respective right, title, and interest in and to and under a Contract to 
a trustee or trustees, individual or corporate, as security for bonds or other 
obligations or securities without the necessity of any such assignee becoming in 
any respect obligated to perform the obligation of the assignor under a Contract 
and, if any such trustee be a corporation, without its being required to quality to 
do business in any state in which performance of a Contract may occur. 

Date Filed: JVovember 21.1996 Effective Date: December 1. 1996 

R. F. Levendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Market Development 



SOUTH DAKOTA GAS RATE SCHEDULE 

NORTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY Section No. 5 
HURON Ori~inal Sheet No. 6,8 

I SOUTH DAKOTA Canceling Sheet No. 6,8 

CLASS OF SERVICE: Gas Transportation Tariffs 
RATE DESIGNATION: General Terms and Conditions 

17. Laws, Regulations, and Orders: All Contracts and the respective rights and 
obligations of the parties hereto are subject to all present and future valid laws, 
orders, rules, and regulations of any legislative body, or duly constituted authority 
now or hereafter having jurisdiction and shall be varied and amended to comply 
with or conform to any valid rule, regulation, order, or direction of any board, 
tribunal, or administrative agency with jurisdiction that affects any of the 
provisions of the Contract. 

18. Return to Sales Service: Service is available under this tariff at the Customer's 
option. If a Customer subsequently seeks to purchase system gas on a firm or 
interruptible basis, the Company shall grant such request only if, and to the extent 
that adequate System capacity, interstate transportation and supplies are available. 

19. Reference to Sales Tariff: For all areas not addressed in this Gas Transportation 
Tariff, such as Billing and Payments, the terms of the Service Rules and 
Regulations Section of the Company's sales tariff shall apply. 

Date Filed: November 21,1996 Effective Date: December 1,1996 

R. F. Levendecker 
Issued By: Vice President-Market Development 










